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he cathedral windows of the livestock 
pavilion glow warm amber as day breaks on Iowa 
State campus. Within, a quiet roar of conversation 
builds as alumni, faculty and students gather for the 
annual Chuckwagon Breakfast. Animal science professors don 
aprons to fix omelets and chat over steaming camp stoves. 
According to animal science lore, the event dates back to 
the mid-1970s when department chair Bud Ewing had the 
idea to host a social for the department at Brookside Park. 
Doug Kenealy, University Professor of animal science, 
recalls the early days at Brookside.
“It was cooked on the Block & Bridle homemade char-
coal grill, a monstrosity that could hold hundreds of 
bratwurst or pork chops, which were typical 
fare for early Chuckwagon Breakfasts,” 
says Kenealy. “Inclement weather caught us 
more than once and umbrellas and parkas 
were seen on the cooks. So, at some point 
more than a decade ago, we moved to the 
Farm Bureau Pavilion, also known as the old 
ISU Meat Laboratory.”
The Chuckwagon Breakfast has since be-
come a staple on Homecoming morning on ISU 
campus. Bringing together 400-plus animal sci-
ence students, alumni, faculty and friends, the 
event offers a chance to catch up on where life 
has taken them, share successes, solicit advice and do a bit of 
good-natured ribbing.
“People search out their favorite faculty to fix their omelet. 
Waiting for the omelet to cook gives us time for visiting,” 
says Steve Lonergan, professor of animal science and event 
chair.  “I think its key to success is the relaxed atmosphere, 
the conversation and the slow pace of the event. People really 
have fun with it.” 
Lonergan jokes that faculty and staff volunteer to fill the 
cooking slots, but not everyone has what it takes. He says a 
few have been asked to “greet” rather than fix omelets. May-
nard Hogberg, professor and chair of animal science, likes the 
way faculty and staff work together on the event.  
“It is good for our faculty to work together in a social setting. 
It brings them together to get to know each other and build 
esprit de corps, or camaraderie,” Hogberg says. “It also gives 
us a venue to share noteworthy occasions with our friends like 
recognizing past judging teams or honoring retirees.”  
The 2009 breakfast honored retirees Lloyd Anderson and Al 
Christian, who each served Iowa State for 50 years. The event 
also included the announcement of Marvin and Janice Walter’s 
lead gift towards building a new Agriculture Pavilion.  
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storiEs onLinE ExtrA: 
for a slideshow of photos from the 2009 chuckwagon 
Breakfast visit: www.ag.iastate.edu/stories. 
“ P eo P l e  r e a l ly  hav e  f un  w i t h  i t. ”
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FACU LT Y  AWARDS  AND  S E RV I C E
kEnEALy EArns nAtionAL 
tEAChing AWArd
douglas kenealy (’69 dairy 
science, ’74 Phd animal nutri-
tion), professor of animal science, 
received the annual uSdA food and 
Agricultural Sciences excellence 
in teaching Award. Kenealy was 
one of two people to receive the 
national award, which encom-
passes all the food and agricultural 
disciplines. the award is based on 
teaching quality, philosophy and 
methodology; service to the profes-
sion and students; and professional 
growth and development.  
hEArty hELLos
james bushnell, formerly of the university of california en-
ergy institute, has been named iowa State’s first cargill endowed 
chair in energy economics. He’ll also lead iowa State’s Biobased 
industry center as an associate professor of economics.
rebecca Christoffel has joined the natural resource ecology 
and management department as an assistant professor and iSu 
extension wildlife specialist.
Fond FArEWELLs
jerry deWitt has retired after more than 30 years with 
iSu. deWitt joined the entomology faculty in 1972. He worked 
in administration for iSu extension, the national Sustainable 
Agriculture research and education program of the uSdA, the 
college of Agriculture and life Sciences and, most recently, at 
the leopold center for Sustainable Agriculture.
roger ginder, professor in economics, has retired after 32 
years of working with and for iowa cooperatives. His research 
focused on agribusiness finance and management, cooperatives 
and agricultural marketing.
for a complete list of all new faculty and staff in the college from 
the past year, visit www.ag.iastate.edu/stories.
in mEmoriAm: LEE koLmEr, FormEr dEAn oF AgriCuLturE 
former dean of Agriculture Lee kolmer died Jan. 18 at Kavanaugh Hospice in 
des Moines from congestive heart failure. He was 82. Kolmer (’52 MS ag econom-
ics, ’54 Phd) began his tenure as dean in 1972 and led the college through the 
farm crisis of the 1980s. Kolmer served iowa State for most of his career. first 
as an extension economist, then as extension’s state leader for agricultural and 
economic development, then as assistant dean of university extension. His 14-
year tenure as dean is especially remembered for his focus on increasing financial 
investment in agricultural research, expanding the college’s international efforts 
and securing funds for scholarships and several college facilities. Kolmer was 
featured in the Spring 2008 issue of StOrieS in Agriculture and life Sciences.  to 
read the story visit www.ag.iastate.edu/stories.
miLLEr sErvEs As intErim viCE prEsidEnt For ExtEnsion 
longtime iSu faculty member and administrator gerald “jerry” miller has been appointed interim vice presi-
dent for extension and outreach, effective June 1. Miller (’71 MS agronomy, ’74 Phd) will succeed Jack Payne, 
vice president for extension and outreach since 2006, who accepted a position at the university of florida, gaines-
ville. Miller recently stepped down as the associate dean for extension programs and outreach and the director of 
extension to Agriculture and natural resources in the college of Agriculture and life Sciences. 
Agronomy proF nAmEd AAAs FELLoW
michael thompson, professor of agronomy, has been named a fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. He is studying the environmental applications of soil science, including the molecular-
scale interactions of organic chemicals with soil minerals and organic matter. 
LAWrEnCE nAmEd CALs 
AssoCiAtE dEAn For ExtEnsion
John lawrence, economics, has been named college of Agriculture 
and life Sciences associate dean of extension and outreach and 
director of extension to Agriculture and natural resources. lawrence 
(’84 animal science, ’86 MS economics) replaces gerald Miller who 
stepped down in March. lawrence previously served as director of 
iSu’s iowa Beef center. 
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